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Description of the Spanish project
The position of individuals in a given network of social relationships can be taken into account --along with other attributive variables—when explaining behaviour outcomes. Network measures introduce the indirect effects of the web of ties in the explanation of individual behaviour. Networks with fixed boundaries are known as “complete” or “sociocentric” networks (Wasserman et. Al. 1994). 
The composition and structure of ‘personal networks’ (the network of people surrounding a focal individual or ego) may also be a source of explanation for a range of outcomes, like modes of acculturation of immigrated communities, ethnic identification, sense of community, academic performance, and health issues to name a few. Until recently studies of personal networks have collected data on only a small number of these network members (alters) and their undirected relationships (McCarty, 2002). The personal network approach tends to focus on strong ties neglecting, weak ties and, in general, the structural features of personal networks. We hypothesize that structural measures and data on weak as well as strong ties are important for explaining individual behaviour. Currently, we are carrying out in Spain (Barcelona & Sevilla) two funded research projects devoted to the goal of collecting a wide range of alters and their undirected relationships in order to be able to test this hypothesis. We are studying approximately 300 personal networks in each location, immigrants in Barcelona, and undergraduate students in Sevilla.
With this European collaborative project we have two main objectives. 

(1) First, we want to introduce a dynamic and comparative dimension in the data recollected in the two locations by coming back to a sample of selected informants, and collecting two waves of both sociocentric and egocentric data along with their attributive variables and behaviour correlates. In this way we will be able to assess the changes in personal network structure and composition and their effects in behavior (i.e. ethnic identification, social support, citizen participation). 

(2) Second, based on these previous studies about the factors underlying the network dynamics observed, we want to develop a more general theoretical proposal from the social network perspective about the integration of classic dichotomies in Social Sciences, like macro-micro levels and behavior and cognition.

This project is original because:
(1) It is the first time that composition and structure of personal networks are taken into account as independent variables for explaining a set of outcomes in selected populations (ethnic identification, level of integration, command of host country language, health issues as depression or use of traditional healers, for instance, etc.). 

(2) There is no precedent for combining this kind of data with sociocentric data (complete networks) in a dynamic framework (SIENA). 

(3) The understanding of the sources of change and stability in personal and complete networks can help us to develop a more insightful view of the articulation of social life.  
After this project we will be more capable of understanding the effects of influence in personal networks and better able to predict a set of outcomes based on personal network features such as (i) social support and social capital, (ii) level of cultural integration and ethnic identification and (iii) citizen participation.  
Research design and methods

The research will be developed in Barcelona and Seville in collaboration with some organizations (NGOs, associations, Public Administrations). The duration of the project will be of four years (1-09-2006 to 1-09-2008 first phase already granted). 
Three parallel studies will be carried out. 
Subgroup (. Trends of personal network change and ethnic identity in immigrants (Barcelona)

Javier Ávila Molero, graduate student, Social and Cultural Anthropology Dept. (UAB)
Miranda J. Lubbers, post-doctoral researcher (UAB)
Chris McCarty, senior researcher (University of Florida).

José Luis Molina, senior researcher (UAB).

The methodology is the following:

1 Selecting immigrants from different ethnics groups, type of personal network, sex, age, years of residence, education and perform a follow up of two more waves. 

- Select at least 20 Dominicans related with the Dominican Association (in order to get the sociocentric network as well). It will possible to compare this collective with Dominicans in the USA because we already collected the data in the former research project.
- Select at least 20 Argentineans related with the Argentinean Association. They are very interesting because they insert themselves very fast in the middle of the social structure instead than in the bottom.

- Select at least 20 SeneGambians related with the Centre Civic de Mataró. They are necessary in order to compare the effect of language and culture in the outcome variables. 

2 Perform two waves of 45 alters (in order to keep the previous size). Ego it is not in the network.
3 Keep most of variables from the "0" wave, especially ethnic identification, racism, pattern of alters’ location, remittances, smoking & health issues and perform again qualitative interviews based on the visualization of personal network
Subgroup (. Trends of personal network change and pattern of residence in college students  (Seville)

Neil Armitage, graduate student (Uppsala Universitteit, Sweden)

Isidro Maya Jariego, senior researcher, Departament of Social Psychology (US)

In the case of Sevilla the proposal is the following:

1 Selecting around 60 university students that are commuters between Sevilla and Alcalá (small town 15 kms far from Sevilla). Also, we will obtain a complete network of university students from Alcalá in a small university (Pablo de Olavide).

2 Perform two waves with information about: (a) personal networks of 45 alters and (b) sense of community with Sevilla and Alcalá o (PSOC, McMillan & Chavis, 1986).
Commuting is a form of relocation with an impact in the identification with spatial communities (neighbourhoods, districts, cities, etc). So it is a process somehow comparable to the acculturation of international immigrants in a new country, with observed changes in the composition and structure of the personal network of the university students that commute everyday between two cities and also in the sense of community related with both cities.

Subgroup (. Trends of personal network change and cognition in a network of local organizations  (Barcelona)

Carlos Lozares, Joan Miquel Verd, Joel Martí, Pedro López Roldán

senior researchers, Department of Sociology, UAB

Vannesa Alcaide, undergraduate student.
Carlos Lozares and his team will investigate the relationships between citizen participation, network of organizations and cognition. 

1 Selection of a small city involved in a local development project currently in order to study the changes. 

2 Perform two waves to 20 managers of associations-institutions related with the Project. In each wave will be studied:


- The network of organizations involved or related with the project.

- The manager’s personal networks.

- The cognitive network of each manager about the issue of citizen participation. This cognitive network will be elicited presenting a roster of 40 words related with the topic and asking informants to connect them in at least two ways (similarity and cause-effect).  
The personal network interviews will be performed with the aid of Egonet (http://www.mdlogix.com/egonet.htm), a software program for collecting and analyzing personal network data.
This information (sociocentric data, personal network data, behavioral data, background information about the different groups, qualitative interviews) will be aggregated and analyzed. A set of typologies of personal networks in each selected population will be drawn from the data. 
After a year, we will contact the same respondents for a second interview. We will use SIENA to do an analysis that connects the personal network and the sociocentric network data. This will help us to identify factors of change and stability and their influence in the outcome variables selected. 
Finally, based on the previous results and data collected, we will explore the articulation among the micro- macro levels of analysis: personal networks, networks of organizations or associations and the local level. 
Contribution to the collaboration

This national project contributes to the global project providing:
(1) A large database of personal networks from different communities as immigrants in Barcelona (Dominicans, Berbers, Guineans and Senegambians) and undergraduate people living in Sevilla, along with qualitative interviews. 

(2) A tested method for identifying personal networks from a roster of nominees and elicit qualitative information from the informant while visualizing her personal network. 

(3) A trained and consolidated work team able to conduct the necessary surveys in order to dispose of dynamic data ready to be analyzed with SIENA. 

Conversely, we will need the support of Tom Snijders and his team for modelling the waves and Ulrik Brandes and his team for visualizing changes in time. 

Planned outputs (publications and other dissemination activities)

(1) I International Seminar in the middle of the project with several presentations and talks about the data and methods developed and the first results (two days, Barcelona). 
(1.1.) Special Issue of Revista Redes devoted to this goal. 

(1.2.) Other articles in indexed Reviews. 

(2) II International Seminar at the end of the project for presenting the final results of the national and the ECRP (two days, Sevilla).

(2.1.) Special Issue of Revista Redes devoted to this goal. 

(2.2.) Other articles in indexed Reviews. 

(2.3.) Divulgation articles for press & media.

(3) An English & Spanish self-training manual for using the tools developed with sets of sample data. 

